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A world away, Helene tried to assimilate as an American
teenager. At the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill she
found her passion in journalism, eventually becoming a reporter
for the Wall Street Journal and the New York Times. She reported
from every part of the globe—except Africa—as Liberia
descended into war-torn, third-world hell.

In 2003, a near-death experience in Iraq convinced Helene that
Liberia—and Eunice—could wait no longer. At once a deeply
personal memoir and an examination of a violent and stratified
country, The House at Sugar Beach tells of tragedy, forgiveness,
and transcendence with unflinching honesty and a survivor's
gentle humor. And at its heart, it is a story of Helene Cooper’s
long voyage home.



