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small town where anti-Semitism and racial tensions ran high. With
candor and immediacy, Ruth describes her parents' loveless
marriage; her fragile, handicapped mother; her cruel, sexually-
abusive father; and the rest of the family and life she abandoned.

At seventeen, after fleeing Virginia and settling in New York City,
Ruth married a black minister and founded the all- black New
Brown Memorial Baptist Church in her Red Hook living room.
"God is the color of water," Ruth McBride taught her children,
firmly convinced that life's blessings and life's values transcend
race. Twice widowed, and continually confronting overwhelming
adversity and racism, Ruth's determination, drive and discipline
saw her dozen children through college—and most through
graduate school. At age 65, she herself received a degree in
social work from Temple University.

Interspersed throughout his mother's compelling narrative,
McBride shares candid recollections of his own experiences as a
mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with drugs and violence,
and his eventual self- realization and professional success. The
Color of Water touches readers of all colors as a vivid portrait of
growing up, a haunting meditation on race and identity, and a
lyrical valentine to a mother from her son.



