
 
The author of Song of Solomon 
now sets her extraordinary 
novelistic powers on a striking new 
course. Tar Baby, audacious and 
hypnotic, is masterful in its 
mingling of tones--of longing and 
alarm, of urbanity and a primal, 
mythic force in which the 
landscape itself becomes animate, 
alive with a wild, dark complicity in 
the fates of the people whose 
drama unfolds. It is a novel 
suffused with a tense and 
passionate inquiry, revealing a 
whole spectrum of emotions 
underlying the relationships 

between black men and women, white men and women, and 
black and white people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


